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This picture was taken after a long day of battling at Texian Market Days. Judge Rose, a former 
immigration judge, is the guy on the right, and was the guy who got me involved. Turns out all you 
need is a uniform, a musket, and an interest in history/the Civil War. Our outfit is the 13th U.S. Infantry 
(“First at Vicksburg”) Regiment, which is Union. There are several more units out there, mostly 
Confederate, as you might guess in Texas. Since there are so few Federals, several Confederates move 
over to the U.S. side to make the battle even (kind of a reversal of the reality of the Civil War during 
which the Union usually had superior numbers). They do so cheerfully, though, and were a huge help 
to me during my mustering in on that day.

That was my first experience reenacting and it was a lot of learning on the fly. I got about ten 
minutes instruction on how to drill and load/fire my borrowed 1853 Enfield. I was actually late to my 
first skirmish (ill-timed bathroom break), and had to root around in my haversack to find cartridges 
and firing caps to hold off the Rebels who advancing on us. I was a little surprised when I got the first 
shot off, but in no time I was blasting away. I say blasting away, but in reality it takes about 20-30 
seconds to prepare the gun for firing, and since I was new, it probably took twice that. We won the 
first skirmish, but lost the second. When I asked what losing meant, I learned that either you died or 
surrendered, if you were yellow. I chose to die, but only after an enormous Confederate volley that I 
didn’t think anyone would survive. But I died way too early because I laid there with my face in the 
dirt for about twenty minutes while the battle raged around me. I didn’t have it as bad as the soldier 
next to me, though. He got doused with the contents of a chamber pot (actually, water), from women 
who was indignant that a rebel would violate the sanctity of her home that we were trying to defend.

It was all a lot of fun. I’m going up to Pea Ridge to see where my Great Grandfather fought. I 
also want to go to Gettysburg for the 151st anniversary next July so that I can participate where 
another Great Grandfather of mine fought. Lots of opportunity to travel and learn.
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